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NEWSLETTER

The Morning

Why Do Americans Hate A.1.?

We look at the uniquely American animosity toward artificial intelligence.

By Evan Gorelick
I'm a writer for this newsletter.
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Jan. 2, 2026

You’re reading The Morning newsletter. Your daily guide to
understanding what’s happening — and why it matters. Hosted by Sam
Sifton, for readers in the U.S. and Canada. Get it sent to your inbox.

Technological change can be unsettling. Industrialization brought a moral panic.
Telegraphs, radio, telephones and TV were hard to swallow. The internet has been
polarizing, too. But artificial intelligence has brought a whole new level of fear and
loathing.

It’s easy to have an opinion when the tech is everywhere. Chatbots are in kids’
classrooms. Autonomous agents rank résumés and conduct job interviews. Software
companies use A.L to write code. Lawyers use it to draft legal briefs. Experts say we'’re
adopting it faster than any other technology in history.

As these tools spread, the ranks of skeptics are growing. Haters, too. Most Americans are
concerned about A.I., polling shows. Fewer are excited. And four out of five of those
optimists still say they’re alarmed.

The freakout shows up everywhere. Hollywood screenwriters and actors went on strike
when they thought A.I. might replace them. Nurses in California protested the rush to
implement what they called “untested and unregulated” technology. Hordes of haters
vandalized ads for A.I. on the New York City subway. Doomsayers warn that A.I. will
annihilate the human race. Here’s how to understand the animosity.
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The backlash(es)

A.L is broad. A breakthrough in manufacturing may affect only manufacturing, but an
A.L. breakthrough could transform manufacturing, physics, finance, music and dozens of
other fields. So the backlash is just as sprawling, and there are various reasons for it:

» Jobs. Nearly three-quarters of Americans expect A.I. to slash jobs. At some companies,
that’s already happening. Salesforce, a business software company, laid off 4,000
customer-support employees, citing A.I. automation. Amazon told employees the new
efficiencies would shrink its work force.

» Trust. The inner workings of A.I. are a black box — even to the engineers who make it.
People worry about its biases, its readiness to fabricate information and its ability to
meaningfully shift public opinion and influence elections. And don’t forget all the A.I.
slop flooding social media.

» Agency. People who never wanted A.I. are stuck with it. The fortunes of public pensions,
retirement accounts and individual investments now depend on it. The companies that
make it are responsible for most of the recent stock-market gains. (And if A.I. turns out
to be a bubble, it could trigger a recession.)

There are also massive data centers siphoning off energy and water. There are artists and
creatives losing control of their copyrighted work. There are users obsessing over their
virtual companions. And there are Silicon Valley executives, just a handful, who
increasingly control this technology.

American scrollers
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An A.L. prompt page Andria Lo for The New York Times

These worries are real. But in many cases, they’re about changes that haven’t come yet.
One reason we have such strong feelings is that we have pre-existing views of digital
tech.

“The frame through which Americans are viewing technological change is the rise of
social media,” said Nathaniel Persily, a Stanford law professor who studies A.I. For more
than a decade, Americans have been revolting against social media for farming their
data, limiting their privacy and getting kids hooked. That backlash long predated
mainstream A.IL In polls just months before ChatGPT’s release, around two-thirds of
Americans said they saw social media as a bad thing for democracy.

People in many other developed democracies — Japan, Israel, Sweden, South Korea —
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had warm views of social media in a 2022 survey; now respondents in those countries feel
more optimistic about A.I. Americans, on the other hand, approach the A.I. revolution
skeptically, Persily said. We’re more concerned about this technology than just about
anyone else.

More on A.L

o The S&P 500 rose more than 16 percent throughout 2025. Investments in A.I. explain
the sharp climb, but the tech also presents risks for next year.

» Governments around the globe are racing to deploy A.I. in schools and universities —
fueled, in part, by American tech companies.

NEW YEAR'’S FIRE

In Switzerland. Til Biirgy for The New York Times

4 of 15 2/20/26,2:23 PM


https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/12/06/views-of-social-media-and-its-impacts-on-society-in-advanced-economies-2022/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/12/06/views-of-social-media-and-its-impacts-on-society-in-advanced-economies-2022/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/business/stock-market-2025-artificial-intelligence-bubble.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/business/stock-market-2025-artificial-intelligence-bubble.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/02/technology/school-ai-chatgpt-estonia-iceland.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/02/technology/school-ai-chatgpt-estonia-iceland.html

Why Do Americans Hate A.I.? - The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/02/briefing/why-do-americans-hate-a...

The fire that tore through a New Year’s Eve celebration in Crans-Montana, Switzerland,
killed around 40 people and injured more than 100 others, officials said yesterday. Bruno
Martins, 17, said he was headed to the bar, Le Constellation, to meet friends when he saw
it engulfed in flames. “It was total panic,” he said. “People were trampling each other.”

Here’s what we know about the blaze.

The cause: Officials said that a fire at the bar was followed by an explosion that was likely
caused by flashover, a phenomenon in which a fire in an enclosed space spreads rapidly.

The victims: Survivors were flown on helicopters and jets to specialized hospitals in
Switzerland. But the number of people with severe burns exceeds the capacity of the
country’s burn units. Some patients are being transported to hospitals in France,
Germany and Italy.

The location: Crans-Montana is an alpine ski resort town that caters to a wealthy,
sometimes famous, clientele and offers views of the Matterhorn. The bar where the fire
took place, Le Constellation, was a low-key venue popular with a younger crowd.

Follow updates here.

THE LATEST NEWS

Mamdani’s Inauguration
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In New York City. Amir Hamja for The New York Times

e Zohran Mamdani was publicly sworn in as New York City’s mayor before a shivering
crowd of thousands. He assured New Yorkers that he would govern “audaciously.”

o The ceremony drew celebrities and progressive figures like Representative Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez and Senator Bernie Sanders. Here are takeaways.

e On his first day in office, Mamdani signed a number of executive orders, including one
to revoke all orders issued by former Mayor Eric Adams after his 2024 indictment.
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Iran

» President Trump said the U.S. would come to the aid of protesters in Iran if the
government there used lethal force against them.

» Protests over high inflation and the collapse of the national currency began on Monday.

» At least one person has been Kkilled in clashes between protesters and security forces.

Trump Administration

o The Trump administration is closing NASA’s largest research library. Officials say its
holdings, some of which are not digitized or available elsewhere, will either be placed in
a warehouse or thrown away.

A federal judge blocked the administration’s move to end temporary deportation
protections for tens of thousands of people from Honduras, Nepal and Nicaragua.

» Trump and his family have engaged in a moneymaking campaign unlike any other in
modern presidential history. Times journalists mapped the tangled web of crypto, real
estate and foreign governments.

War in Ukraine
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In Ukraine. Tyler Hicks/The New York Times

» In hundreds of official complaints, inadvertently posted online by the Russian
government, Russian soldiers describe a lawless and violent military that abuses its
own troops.

» Some drones in use on the battlefield in Ukraine pursue targets without human
involvement.

» Ukrainian soldiers on the front lines do not expect the fighting to end anytime soon. One
soldier told The Times that his goal for the new year was just to survive.

More International News

» Russia has asked the U.S. to stop pursuing an oil tanker that is trying to claim Russian

8 of 15 2/20/26,2:23 PM


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/12/31/world/europe/russia-military-abuse-soldiers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/12/31/world/europe/russia-military-abuse-soldiers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/12/31/world/europe/russia-military-abuse-soldiers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/12/31/world/europe/russia-military-abuse-soldiers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/magazine/ukraine-ai-drones-war-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/magazine/ukraine-ai-drones-war-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/magazine/ukraine-ai-drones-war-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/31/magazine/ukraine-ai-drones-war-russia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/01/world/europe/ukraine-russia-new-years-day-donetsk.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/01/world/europe/ukraine-russia-new-years-day-donetsk.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/01/us/politics/russia-oil-tanker-venezuela-us-pursuit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/01/us/politics/russia-oil-tanker-venezuela-us-pursuit.html

Why Do Americans Hate A.I.? - The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/02/briefing/why-do-americans-hate-a...

protection.
» Hospitals in China are using an A.I. tool to detect pancreatic cancer.

» The Finnish police suspect sabotage after a cargo ship damaged an undersea
telecommunications cable in the Gulf of Finland.

OPINIONS

Zohran Mamdani’s rise marks a shift away from Wall Street’s influence in New York City
politics, Kim Phillips-Fein writes.

People are more hopeful about the future when they engage with their faith, according to
David DeSteno .

Here is a column by Carlos Lozada on the questions he’s tired of hearing.

MORNING READS
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Victor J. Blue for The New York Times, Simar Bajaj; Vincent Alban/The New York Times

90 minutes to a new heart: Doctors in the U.S. perform about 100 infant heart transplants
every year. Baby Luna received one of them.

Life is boring: Meet the influencers who want you to do nothing.

Rock, paper, lizard: Scientists unraveled the mating strategy of this reptile species by
thinking of it as a game.

Your pick: The Morning’s most-clicked link yesterday was about a vacationing couple
who suffered a bedbug attack.

A painter: Janet Fish painted everyday objects like jars of pickles and bowls of fruit in a
rebellion against Abstract Expressionism. She died at 87.
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TODAY’S NUMBER

112

— That’s how many mayors New York City has had, according to historians. The official
count was off by one for about three centuries — and it’s still disputed today.

SPORTS

College football: Indiana defeated Alabama 38-3 in the quarterfinals of the College
Football Playoff at the Rose Bowl. In the Orange Bowl, Oregon shut out Texas Tech 23-0,
and Ole Miss upset Georgia 39-34 in the Sugar Bowl.

Tennis: Venus Williams has received a wild-card entry into the Australian Open. It will be
her first appearance at the tournament in five years.

RECIPE OF THE DAY
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David Malosh for The New York Times. Food Stylist: Simon Andrews.

This vegetarian reimagination of beef stroganoff is rich and decadent thanks to the
walloping umami of the mushrooms. You can achieve a nice mix of textures if you use a
variety of mushrooms, but the flavor is intense even with just a single type.

HEADS OR TAILS
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Q-UP Everybody House Games

The premise of the video game Q-UP seems ridiculously simple, and sort of ridiculous:
Every match is decided by a coin flip.

There’s more to it, of course. After a while, players receive in-game messages that
introduce a comic metanarrative about a fictional game corporation and a computing
start-up it has hired to ensure “pure quantum randomness” for the pivotal coin.

Eventually, the focus shifts from flipping coins to, well, everything else. Read more about
the game.

THE MORNING RECOMMENDS
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Sarah Kobos/NYT Wirecutter

Cook something new with the help of these meal kit delivery services recommended by
Wirecutter.

Shift goals away from yourself and more toward others to have a positive year, experts
say.

Take our news quiz.

GAMES
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Why Do Americans Hate A.I.? - The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/02/briefing/why-do-americans-hate-a...

Here is today’s Spelling Bee. Yesterday’s pangrams were analytic, analytical, analytically
and titanically.

And here are today’s Mini Crossword, Wordle, Connections, Sports Connections and
Strands.

Thanks for spending part of your morning with The Times. See you tomorrow.

Sign up here to get this newsletter in your inbox. Reach our team at
themorning@nytimes.com.

Evan Gorelick is a New York-based writer for The Morning, the flagship daily newsletter of The Times.
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