Macaulay Honors College Seminar 4 		                       Prof. Gaston Alonso
Brooklyn College				         			Spring 2026
					       	   	  
Planning the Future of New York City

Common Course Description: 
Having examined a variety of important aspects of the past and present New York City in the previous seminars, in this fourth and final seminar students analyze the interplay of social, economic and political forces that shape the physical form and social dynamics of New York City… By studying institutional agents of change-federal, state, and city governments; public authorities; private sector interests; community boards; and grassroots organizations-students come to appreciate the roles people take or are given in the decision-making processes of government and the ways in which these roles are affected by patterns of success, inequality, and the operations of power. The culminating project of this seminar are small-group presentations, in an academic setting, of students’ investigations of crucial issues affecting the future of New York City.

Common Course Learning Objectives: 
In this seminar, students will:
1. Use primary sources, both qualitative and quantitative, especially in their research projects, to understand community institutions, the local economy, and the role of government.
2. Develop an understanding of how power differentially affects New York City’s people. Its built environment, and its institutions through site visits, case studies. and research projects.
3. Develop the ability to engage in key contemporary debates that shape the future of the city through in-class discussions, presentations, and colloquia.
4. Develop an understanding of the formal and informal institutions underlying decision making in the city by analyzing historical and contemporary planning and policy issues.

Our Seminar’s Description:
Our seminar will focus on understanding the political, economic, and cultural causes and effects of contemporary gentrification processes in New York City. The first part of the course will ask students to imagine both what kind of city they want to inhabit and whom they imagine should shape that city. To inform this process, we will compare the “Corporate City” associated with Robert Moses’s post-WWII vision, the “Urban Village” associated with Jane Jacobs’s 1960s vision, and the contemporary “Neoliberal City.” The second part of the course will focus on preparing and learning from students’ case study research of specific New York City neighborhoods. 

Course requirements: 
1. Class participation and collaboration between students is the cornerstone of any successful course; therefore, students will be required to attend all online class meetings and to keep up with the assigned readings. 
2. Students will be placed in research teams composed of 5 members. Each team will be responsible for preparing a 3-page team research proposal and a 20-page research paper. In addition, each team will make 10-minute presentations of their findings. The presentation will be done both during our class sessions and at the May 2 to May 6 Conference.
3. Each team member will submit via email the answers to a field questionnaire based on an on-site visit to the neighborhood being researched.
4. Each team will submit via email a weekly research progress report explaining what each member did during the previous week in relation to completing the research project. These reports will be due by 6:00 PM on Mondays. Every member should be copied.
5.  “Incomplete” grades will only be awarded with written verification of a medical 
or personal emergency.

Reading Assignments: You are required to complete reading assignments before the class meeting for which they are assigned. This will help you not only understand and participate in the discussion for that day but also will keep you from falling behind in the course.

If you have questions about any of the material covered by the readings, please take notes. I will be sure to leave time during the class meetings for you to ask such questions. 
The following book is required:
Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities

In addition, other course readings are available on the course’s e-portfolio site.

Link to class Open Lab site: https://openlab.macaulay.cuny.edu/alonso26/
Password: macaulay (all lowercase). 

Class Meetings:
Before each session, I will email you both a set of study questions and a lecture outline. The study questions will engage the assigned readings for the class session. Please be sure to review the study questions before completing the assigned readings. This will help you focus on understanding the issues we will be discussing during the session. 

There might be some occasions during which I would like you to either review some visuals or watch a film clip before a particular class session. These instructions will be included with the study questions for that session. In these cases, it is imperative that you follow the instructions, as our discussion will assume that you have already done the assigned task.

I will provide your research teams opportunities during class to meet. I will create separate “Zoom rooms” for each team, and I will “visit” each team’s “room” to discuss your projects and answer questions.

Link to ZOOM room: 
https://brooklyn-cuny-edu.zoom.us/j/81809243252?pwd=YQLAjk6P9EREVblH7RBKN9mVaJxHi9.1



Class Attendance:
Attendance will be taken during every class session. It is not only required but it is also very important that you keep up with the course readings and that you attend every class meeting. Doing so is essential to you doing well in the course. 

Grading: Final course grades will be based on the following formula:
1. Class attendance and participation: 	15%
2. Questionnaire on visit to research site: 	10%
3. 3-page team presentation proposal: 	  5%
4. Research Team presentation: 		50%
5. 20-page team presentation written report: 	20%

NOTE: Research project and conference presentation: For items 3, 4, and 5 above: 70% of a student’s grade will be based on their individual contribution to their group research project; 30% of a student’s grade will be based on the group’s collective work.

Academic Integrity: “The faculty and administration of Brooklyn College support an environment free from cheating and plagiarism. Each student is responsible for being aware of what constitutes cheating and plagiarism and for avoiding both. The complete text of the CUNY Academic Integrity Policy and the Brooklyn College procedure for implementing that policy can be found at this site: http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/bc/policies. If a faculty member suspects a violation of academic integrity and, upon investigation, confirms that violation, or if the student admits the violation, the faculty member MUST report the violation.”

Note from the Center for Student Disability Services: “In order to receive disability-related academic accommodations students must first be registered with the Center for Student Disability Services. Students who have a documented disability or suspect they may have a disability are invited to set up an appointment with the Center for Student Disability Services at 718-951-5538. If you have already registered with the Center for Student Disability Services, please provide your professor with the course accommodation form and discuss your specific accommodation with him/her.”

Contact:
If you have any questions or concerns at all during the semester, please do not hesitate to email me at GALONSO@BROOKLYN.CUNY.EDU
Course Schedule:
January 27: Introduction: Studying New York City
  
February 3: The Corporate City
Kenneth T. Jackson, “Robert Moses and the Rise of New York: The Power Broker in
Perspective;”
Hillary Ballon, “Robert Moses and Urban Renewal: The Title I Program;’
Martha Biondi, “Robert Moses, Race, and the Limits of an Activist State;”
Robert Fishman, “Revolt of the URBS: Robert Moses and His Critics;”
all in Hillary Ballon and Kenneth T. Jackson, Robert Moses and the Modern City:
Transformation of New York
 
February 10: Investigating our Neighborhoods
Students will conduct visits to the neighborhood that their team is researching. Each student will fill out an on-site questionnaire. Completed questionnaires are to be emailed by Monday, February 24th
February 17: No Class Meeting
February 24: The Urban Village
Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, pp. 3-15; 55-73, 108-111.
 
February 3: Organizing for the Urban Village
Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities, pp. 112-238.
 
March 10: The Neoliberal City
Brian Tochterman, “Theorizing Neoliberal Urban Development: A Genealogy from
Richard Florida to Jane Jacobs,” Radical History Review 112 (Winter 2012),
pp. 65-87.
Tom Agnotti, “Real Estate Capital of the World,” in New York for Sale, pp. 37-80
Samuel Stein, “New York’s Partisan Consensus” from Capital City: Gentrification and    the Real Estate State (2019), pp. 79-115.

March 17: No Class Meeting
Research Teams will meet to prepare draft of presentation. 
Research Teams will register to participate in the “Imagining New York” Conference
 
March 24: Privatizing the City
Sharon Zukin, “Union Square and the Paradox of Public Space” and “How Brooklyn
Became Cool” in The Naked City: The Life and Death of Authentic Public
Places (2011).

March 31: Research Team Preliminary Presentations
Each research team will make a preliminary10-minute presentation of their research project. Each group will receive feedback from peers.

April 7: Spring Break

April 14: Revising Team Presentations
Each research team will present revised versions of their presentations.
 
April 21: Conversion Day (Thursday Class Schedule)

April 28: Research Team Presentations
Due: Each research team will make a10-minute presentation of their research project.



May 2-6: CUNY-wide “Imagining New York Conference”
Students are required to attend. Each research team will make a 10-minutre presentation on their proposal to solve a problem related to the effects of gentrification that are currently faced by city residents. Experts in the field will provide the teams with feedback on their proposal.

May 5: Transforming Presentations into Formal Paper

May 12: The Future of New York City
Readings TBA

May 19: Some Conclusions
Peter Moskowitz, “Part IV: New York: An Elegy” and “Conclusion: Toward an Un-
gentrified Future” from How to Kill a City
  
Instructions for Research Project Assignment:
The research assignment asks you to work collectively with a group of your peers to imagine a “solution” to a current “problem” facing our city. Each research team will examine the effects of gentrification on a specific New York City neighborhood and make a specific proposal on how to improve the impact these effects are having on the dynamics of the neighborhood.
 
First, your team will need to create a profile of the neighborhood. This profile will help you identify the effects the forces of gentrification have had on the neighborhood over the last decades. Secondly, your team will need to identify a specific “problem” resulting from these forces. Third, your team will need to conduct further research to identify the best “solution” to this “problem.” Your final paper will also need to identify potential intended and unintended consequences of your proposed “solution.”
 
You will be assigned to a team with five members. Your team will need to make two in-class oral presentations as well as a presentation at the CUNY-wide conference in early May.
 
I will provide your research teams opportunities during class to meet. I will create separate rooms for each team, and I will “visit” each team’s room to discuss your projects and answer questions.
 
Instructions for Questionnaire on Visit to Research Site Assignment:
To help you understand the neighborhood that your group will be researching throughout the semester, you will conduct at least one in-person site visit to the neighborhood. You can conduct the visit either alone or with members of your team. You will be given a questionnaire for you to fill out during your first site visit. It will ask questions designed to help you understand how forces of gentrification are affecting the neighborhood and what public policy issues it is encountering. The findings from these questionnaires will help your team as your move forward with the research project. The instructions for the questionnaire assignment will be distributed in class on February 3rd. Each student will turn in a fully answered questionnaire on February 18th. This assignment will be worth 10 percent of your final course grade.
 

Important Dates:
Below are due dates associated with the research project. These dates are important. They are designed to keep your team on-track to producing a successful project. Failure to meet any of these datelines will have negative effects on your teams’ final grade.

January 27:                         	 Research Teams will be assigned during class.
February 18:                       	 Site visit questionnaire due
March 5:                                  3-page research proposal due
March 31/ April 14:                Preliminary Research Team presentations in class
April 28:                                 	Research Team presentations in class
May 2-6:                                 	CUNY-wide Conference
TBA: 				Research Paper Due

