Film Discussion Questions
**Due:** September 25 by 4pm 
Email: pio.mariac@gmail.com
Please answer the following questions after watching each film. Your responses should be thoughtful and grounded in specific examples from the film and any readings/class discussions that are relevant.  Feel free to refer to particular scenes, dialogue, characters, music, or visual style to support your answers.

1. How is New York City represented in this film?
Consider how the film uses setting, architecture, street life, and neighborhoods to reflect a sense of place. What part of NYC is featured, and how does it shape the story or the characters?
2. What communities are being represented, and how?
Think about race, ethnicity, class, gender, and subculture. How are these communities portrayed? Do you notice any stereotypes being challenged or reinforced?
3. How does art or creative expression play a role in the film?
This could include music, dance, graffiti, fashion, or any other visual/aesthetic elements. How does the film use art to express resistance, identity, or belonging?
4. What tensions or conflicts emerge in the film, and what do they reveal about urban life?
Are these tensions about space, power, race, economy, or intergenerational differences? How are these issues resolved (or not), and what message does the film seem to be sending?
5. Choose one character you found especially compelling. Why?
What did this character teach you about living in NYC or being part of a community? How do they evolve (or not) by the end of the film?
6. What is the role of public or shared space in the story?
Streets, stoops, parks, theaters, subway stations, etc. How do people use these spaces, and what conflicts or connections happen there?
7. How did this film make you think differently about New York City and its artistic or cultural life?
What new insights did you gain? Did it reflect your own experiences or contradict them?
