Arts in NYC course
Seminar 1
Fall 2025



REFLECTION #1- Due: August 28th before 3pm

In 300-400 words write a short reflection about your experience engaging with the arts in NYC.  
· What has been a meaningful or memorable experience you’ve had engaging with the arts in NYC? 
· How did it make you feel, and what did you take away from the experience? What role do the arts play in your life, especially in the context of this city? 
· If you have not had the opportunity to attend any events, share what you are looking forward to learning and experiencing more about through this course.

REFLECTION #2- Due: September 18th before 3pm

Alain de Botton suggests that art can serve as a form of therapy — helping us process emotions, develop self-understanding, and connect to others. John Dewey argued that art is most powerful when it's rooted in experience, shaping how we relate to the world around us.
In a short reflection (300-400 words), respond to the following:
· Think of a time you encountered visual art in NYC — this could be in a museum, gallery, on the street, in a subway station, or somewhere unexpected.
· How did the experience affect you — emotionally, intellectually, or personally?
· Looking back, do you think the artwork helped you understand something better, feel something more deeply, or connect to a bigger idea or part of yourself?
· Considering the ideas from de Botton or Dewey, what might that experience say about the role of art in everyday life?




REFLECTION #3- Due: November 11th before 3pm

Opera is often seen as one of the most complex and expressive art forms — combining music, drama, visual design, and emotion all in one experience. But for many, it can also feel unfamiliar or intimidating.
In a short reflection (300-400 words), respond to the following:
· What comes to mind when you hear the word opera?
· Have you ever seen or heard an opera — live, on TV, in a movie, or in another context? If so, what was that experience like? If not, why do you think that is?
· What do you expect opera to be — and how do you feel about engaging with it as part of this course?

REFLECTION #4- Due: December 9th at 3pm

Throughout this course, we’ve explored a range of art forms in New York City — including visual arts, poetry, dance, opera, music, etc. Each of these forms offers unique ways of expressing identity, community, history, and imagination.
In a short reflection (300-400 words), respond to the following:
· Which art forms resonated with you the most, and why?
· How has your understanding of the role of the arts in society — and in New York City — changed or deepened through this course?
· Looking ahead, how do you see yourself supporting or advocating for the arts in your own life, community, or career — whether as a participant, audience member, educator, or leader?

