Honors 125- Seminar 1: The Arts in New York City
Queens College, CUNY
Fall 2025

Instructor: Maria Cristina Pio
Location: HH 17
Course Info: In-Person/Hybrid  
Instruction Day/Hours: T + Th 5:00pm- 6:15pm
Email: pio.mariac@gmail.com
Office Hours: By appointment (please email in advance, 24 hours preferred)

“When an art product once attains classic status, it somehow becomes isolated from the human conditions under which it was brought into being and from the human consequences it engenders in actual life-experience.”  John Dewey, Art as Experience

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Art is all around us.  It is in the movies and TV shows we watch, in books we read, on subway platforms as we wait for the train to arrive, in parks, and in our own communities to name a few. The primary goal of this course is to introduce students to an assortment of arts offerings in New York City and inspired by this wonderful city. Through a mix of virtual and in-person visits, readings and discussions, we will examine the richness of art experiences in the city and the role that these play in our daily lives. Poetry, film, the visual arts, dance, opera and music are explored this semester.  Students are expected to write reflections in addition to other assignments throughout the course.  The class is largely participatory. Class discussions and participation are an essential part of this course and it is expected that students will be in attendance and actively engaged during class time. 

COURSE FORMAT: 
This course will be conducted largely in-person with a few virtual or asynchronous classes and events that students are expected to attend. This course requires students to be present each day that the class meets and actively participate through conversations and discussions. Asynchronous instruction requires students to actively work on an assignment during scheduled class time and/or attend events outside of class time and complete some tasks on your own time. 
If you are absent more than 5 classes without a doctors note and/or you leave class early, your class participation grade will suffer. 

OpenLab: 
This class will be using OpenLab for course information, reading materials, movie links, videos, performance and related events links. You will be able to share some responses via posts and continue discussions 

READINGS: 
Unless otherwise noted, all readings will be provided to students via the OpenLab site. 



MOVIES and STREAMING: 
There are some films and performances that you will be asked to view for class. Some of these are free and some require a low-cost rental or low-cost short-term subscription. We will go over this information on the first day of class and the week before you are expected to view them.  All video links can be found on the OpenLab site. 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
There will be 4 short reflection papers, 2 assignments consisting of discussion questions and a mid-term presentation, 2 blog posts and a final project presentation. Students are expected to turn in assignments on time or risk being penalized a full letter grade each day they are late. If an extenuating circumstance prevents you from turning in an assignment on time, please email me directly in advance of the due date.  Most assignments will be due on the day of class unless otherwise noted.  If an assignment states that it must be emailed, please email me at pio.mariac@gmail.com The subject of the email should be as follows:  Last name-Reflection 1, Last name- Assignment 1…
Assignments should be submitted via WORD document and saved as your last name and assignment.

CUNY POLICY ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Academic Dishonesty is prohibited in The City University of New York and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion as provided at:
https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/legal-affairs/policies-procedures/academic-integrity-policy/.

HELP DESK:
The ITS Help Desk provides technology support to Queens College students, faculty, staff and guests. 
Technical support for all QC students, faculty and staff is provided via the following:
· Phone: 718-997-4444
· Email: helpdesk@qc.cuny.edu​
· Live on-line support
Creat your ticket-log into Self Service (use your QC Username if available;
otherwise, login as a guest)

EMAIL POLICY:
Email is the best way to get in touch with me outside of class time. My email address is on the first page of the syllabus. I will reply to all emails within at least 24 hours. 
CAMPUS WRITING RESOURCES 
You are encouraged to virtually visit any of the following on-campus writing resources: 
● The Writing Center in Kiely Hall 229 (phone: 718-997-5676) provides free writing support services to all enrolled Queens College students. 
● The Tutoring Center in Kiely Hall 127 (phone: 718-997-5677) provides free tutoring to students enrolled in many courses offered at QC. 
● The Language Lab provides one-on-one tutoring for multilingual/ESL/ELL students enrolled in English 110 and 130. Email: FYW@qc.cuny.edu 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION 
If you have or develop any condition that might require accommodation in this class—for example, a medical condition—you should contact the Office of Special Services (OSS) in 171 Kiely Hall at 718-997-5870 or via email: QC.SPSV@qc.cuny.edu OSS will ensure you receive any additional support needed to fully participate in and succeed at this course (and QC). 
EVENTS: 
You are required to attend 2 [virtual] events during the semester.  Event discussion will be part of blog post you need to write. 
· Artist Talks at GTM- TBD 
· A Reading by Kimiko Hahn (poetry) – Kupferberg Center; Oct. 22 at 7pm 
· Dance Theater of Harlem performance- Sunday Matinee; Nov 2 at 3pm
· Jazz at Lincoln Center (Virtual); “Jazz Live” series
· Philharmonic Concert
· Nuyorican Poets Café- Virtual Open Mic sessions
· Hamilton on Broadway (via Disney plus)
· Ballet Hispanico
· Joyce Theater 

Event blog post: 
Provide a brief summary of the event you attended (in-person or virtual), your experience attending this event, parts you enjoyed, what you thought about while attending the program (in relation to class discussions) and anything else you want to include.


GRADE DISTRIBUTION:
Reflection papers:                                            25%
Assignments:                                                     20%
Event Attendance and class participation:  35%
Final presentation:                                           20%

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHEDULE
What is listed on the syllabus for that day is what you must already have prepared.
Unless otherwise noted, sessions will be in-person

Tuesday, August 26 (INTRO):  Introduction to class; syllabus review; discussion
Thursday, August 28:  NYC & the Arts
Reflection #1 due:  See reflection prompt on website
Tuesday, September 2 (POETRY):
Read: Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou (via OpenLab)
Look at: Nuyorican Poets Café website (familiarize yourself for November class)
Thursday, September 4 (POETRY):  
Read: Audre Lorde, Pedro Pietri (via OpenLab)
Tuesday, September 9 (FILM): Early Film and NYC
Read: The Actuality Film, NYC at the turn of the Century (both from LOC)
Watch: What happened on Twenty-third Street, New York (via OpenLab)
              The Great Train Robbery (via OpenLab)

Thursday, September 11 (FILM): Asynchronous
Read:  Film Art (Chapter 1; concentrate on pages 2-9; 17-34), Are the movies the highest form of art? 5 Reasons Why I think “Yes”, Should film be considered an art form?
Watch: (Choose ONE) Do the Right Thing (OpenLab) for info), Style Wars (Prime/YouTube), Rent (OpenLab) for info)
Assignment 1: FILM DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (due via email: Thursday, September 25 at 4pm)
Tuesday, September 16 (FILM): Is Film Art/Future of Films discussion
Read: Digital Media Trends (Deloitte Insights), Just as Taylor Swift: Data make the case for movie theaters versus streaming (LA Times) 
Thursday, September 18: (VISUAL ARTS):  
Read: John Dewey, Art as Therapy (Alain de Botton)
Reflection #2 due: See OpenLab for reflection prompt   
Tuesday, September 23: NO CLASS
Thursday, September 25 – (VISUAL ARTS): *** GTM OPENING 6pm****
Tuesday, September 30 (VISUAL: ARTS):  Looking at Art
Read: Learning in Museums and Galleries: Philosophy and Method (Hopper-Greenhill); What is the Object of this Exercise? A Meandering Exploration of the Many Meanings of Objects in Museums. (Gurian)
Watch: What is Visual Literacy? and How to do visual (formal) analysis in art history (via OpenLab)
Assignment 2: Visit an art museum and chose a work of art from either the permanent collection or an exhibition. Why did you choose that particular artwork? What attracted you to it from initial observation? Observe the work of art carefully (formal analysis) and write down what you noticed, things you thought about and questions that came to mind as you observed this. Then conduct research on the work/artist/culture and share what you found out about the work that you did not know before. Has your experience changed? Have your questions been answered? Do you still see it in the same way as before, why or why not?  (Submit image of work of art via email on or before Monday October 20, 11:59pm- you will present on October 23) I will prepare slide a presentation with the images and you must be ready to present for 3-5 minutes on your experience with the object.
Thursday, October 2: NO CLASS
Tuesday, October 7 (VISUAL: ARTS):  **Virtual Visit**
Guest speaker Chitra Ramalingman, Director of Academic Engagement at the Guggenheim Museum, will join us for an introduction and conversation about the architecture of the Guggenheim. 
Read: “Frank Lloyd Wright and the Guggenheim New York”- Guggenheim website (OpenLab)

Thursday, October 9 (VISUAL ARTS): Godwin-Ternbach Museum visit (collection room)
(we will meet at GTM; Klapper Hall 405)
Read: The Origins of the Public Museum, The Museum Visitor Experience
Tuesday, October 14: NO CLASS
Thursday, October 16 (VISUAL ARTS):  Art is all around/Socially engaged activist art **VIRTUAL** Cody Ann Hermann guest speaker 
Read: What is public Art?, 50 Years of public art in NYC celebrated in new museum exhibit, Keith Haring website ”In His Own Words” (Beginnings and To New York) 
Also of interest to look at: Cody Ann Herrmann artist website, Alicia Grullon, Chloe Bass, Edel Rodriguez NYC Public Art Map and Guide at public art by borough (OpenLab).
Tuesday, October 21:  (THEATER) **VIRTUAL CLASS** AT 4:30PM (visit from artistic directors of Theater group What Will the Neighbors Say?)
Take a look at WEBSITE: www.wwtns.org
Thursday, October 23: Presentations 
(Assignment 2)
Tuesday, October 28 (Dance):  Asynchronous
READ: Martha Graham “I am a Dancer”;  “Stages, Streets, And Screens: The Geography Of NYC Dance In The 1960s-1970s “Dance Boom”;  Richard Kraus Chapter 2: “The Meaning of Dance: Basic Concepts”.
Arthur Mitchell/Dance Theater of Harlem history (OpenLab)
Watch: Arthur Mitchell Tribute (OpenLab)
Thursday, October 30 (MUSIC): Classroom visit from string quartet ETHEL 
Take a look at website: www.ethelcentral.org
Tuesday, November 4 (DANCE): Asynchronous 
Read:  “A Brief History of Breakdancing” 
Watch:  The Origins of Breaking Culture - Breaking the Beat: In the Bronx
Watch: dance performance - TBD
Thursday, November 6: Poetry in Motion 
Poetry Workshop from Nuyoricans Poets Café (tentative). Using what we have learned and experienced so far with poetry, music, dance, visual arts and film, a teaching artist will lead us through a workshop on crafting our own poems inspired by NYC. 
Tuesday, November 11 (OPERA): *VIRTUAL* Opera 101 with Amanda Hick 
Reflection #3  See OpenLab for reflection prompt 
Read:  Fred Plotkin “Going to the Opera” (book), MET Opera: A Night at the Opera, From Opera House to Starbucks: A brief History of NYC’s Bygone Opera Houses
Watch:  A Brief History of Opera 1 & 2 (OpenLab)
Please take a look at Amanda Zory’s website (OpenLab) 
Thursday, November 13 (OPERA) Asynchronous
Read: Synopsis: La Bohème (Met Opera)
Watch: La Bohème (subscription or rental is needed)
Tuesday, November 18: (Opera):  
Read: Synopsis: Aida (Met Opera)
Watch: Aida (Met Opera)
Thursday, November 20: ** NO CLASS** Work on Presentations

Tuesday, November 25 (Music):  VIRTUAL visit from Louis Armstrong House Museum (meet with Director of Research Collections, Ricky Riccardi)
Thursday, November 27: NO CLASS --- THANKSGIVING--- 
Tuesday, December 2: (PERFORMING ARTS):  Flushing town Hall visit (meet with Executive Director Ellen Kodadek)
Thursday, December 4: (PERFORMING/Visual ARTS):  Kupferberg Center for the Arts (KCA) visit on campus (meet with Director Jon Yanofsky and Associate Dean for School of the Arts, Dr. Julia del Palacio)
Reflection #4 (OpenLab)
Tuesday, December 9: Presentations
Thursday, December 11:  Presentations




























