iNaturalist BioBlitz Data File Help

[bookmark: _GoBack]The data file exported from iNaturalist includes information stored in its database for observations made on the 18th and 19th of August 2016 within the boundaries of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Due to the community-based nature of iNaturalist, as identifications get added to the observations, this dataset changes. You may want to check back for updated versions. 

A note about column headings

There are several species identification columns. Scientific name and Common name are populated for observations that were linked to a recognized species in the iNaturalist database. Species guess is what the user input when the observation was uploaded. When the first two columns are blank, there was most likely an issue with the recognition of the guess. Misspelled species names or unnecessary info (like sex) do not get matched up properly with the correct species. Iconic taxon is how iNaturalist groups species; usually this is the Latin name for a phylum, but not always. Taxon order name and Taxon family name are the larger classifications used by biologists. All three of these options are good ways to filter observations by group, however, only correctly matched observations will have information in these columns.

Observed on and Time observed at are columns with time information for when the observation was made. There are other temporal columns, but these two are the most useful. 

Latitude and Longitude show the coordinates where the observation was made and Place guess is iNaturalist’s attempt to associate those coordinates with a named place. 

Description is any information that the user added to the observation in the Notes section of the app. 

Quality grade is either “research” or “casual.” All observations start as casual. When two or more users in the iNaturalist community agree on an identification the observation becomes research grade. Id please shows whether or not the user has requested help identifying an observation. 
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