iNaturalist BioBlitz Data File Help

The data file exported from iNaturalist includes information stored in its database for observations made on the 9th and 10th of September 2017 within the boundaries of Alley Pond Park. Due to the community-based nature of iNaturalist, as identifications get added to the observations, this dataset changes. You may want to check back for updated versions. 

A note about column headings

There are several species identification columns. Scientific name and Common name are populated for observations that were linked to a recognized species in the iNaturalist database. Species guess is what the user input when the observation was uploaded. When the first two columns are blank, there was most likely an issue with the recognition of the guess. Misspelled species names or unnecessary info (like sex) do not get matched up properly with the correct species. Iconic taxon is how iNaturalist groups species; usually this is the Latin name for a phylum, but not always. Taxon ### name (where ### is kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, or species) are the hierarchical classifications used by biologists. These options are good ways to filter observations by group, however, only correctly matched observations will have information in these columns.

Observed on and Time observed at are columns with time information for when the observation was made. 

Latitude and Longitude show the coordinates where the observation was made and Place guess is iNaturalist’s attempt to associate those coordinates with a named place. 

Description is any information that the user added to the observation in the Notes section of the app. URL gives you the link to that observation in the iNaturalist database.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Quality grade is either “research”, “needs_ID” or “casual.” All observations start as casual and become “needs_ID” when it has a date, location, photo or sound, and isn’t a human. When two or more users in the iNaturalist community agree on an identification the observation becomes research grade and these get uploaded to the Global Biodiversity Information Framework. Observations can revert to casual if the community decides that something about it isn’t accurate (location looks wrong, organism isn’t in the photo) or if the observation is of a captive species. Here is a full description of iNaturalist quality assessment: https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help - quality 
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