iNaturalist BioBlitz Data File Help

IMPORTANT NOTE: We strongly recommend that people interested in using our species list data use the complied species list from the BioBlitz; this list was generated on paper by students and scientists in the park during the BioBlitz and then combined with the Research Grade observations from iNaturalist. A combination of those two sources of confirmed identifications can be found in the main BioBlitz results data file called “2025 Brooklyn Bridge Park BioBlitz Data 2025_09_30” (or subsequent updates). The full iNaturalist observation list contains MANY unconfirmed observations. The confirmed Research Grade ones have been extracted from that list and added to the main results file. 

Using the data exported from iNaturalist 
The data file exported from iNaturalist includes information stored in its database for observations made on the 13th and 14h September 2025 within the iNaturalist boundaries of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Due to the community-based nature of iNaturalist, as identifications get added to the observations, this dataset changes. You should download these data directly from iNaturalist to get the most up to date observations and identifications. We have downloaded an observation list from iNaturalist as an example and this help document defines the column headings found in that file called “Brooklyn Bridge Park 2025 BioBlitz ALL iNaturalist observations 2025_09_30” (or subsequently updated files).

There are several species identification columns. scientific_name and common_name are populated for observations that were linked to a recognized species in the iNaturalist database. When these columns are blank, there was most likely an issue with the recognition of the guess. Misspelled species names or unnecessary info (like sex) do not get matched up properly with the correct species. species-guess is what the user input when the observation was uploaded, and description is any info the user entered in the notes field of that observation. iconic_taxon is how iNaturalist groups species; usually this is the Latin name for a phylum, but not always. taxon_[##]_ name (where [##] is kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, or species) are the hierarchical classifications used by biologists. These options are good ways to filter observations by group, however, only correctly matched observations will have information in these columns.

observed_on and time_observed_at are columns with time information for when the observation was made. latitude and longitude show the coordinates where the observation was made and user_login is the username of the person who posted the observation. url gives you the link to that observation in the iNaturalist database and id is the observation’s unique identification number in the database.

quality_grade is either “research”, “needs_ID” or “casual.” All observations start as casual and become “needs ID” when the observation has a date, location, photo or sound, and isn’t a human or domesticated species. When two or more users in the iNaturalist community agree on an identification the observation becomes research grade and these get uploaded to the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF). Observations can revert to casual if the community decides that something about it isn’t accurate (location looks wrong, organism isn’t in the photo) or if the observation is of a captive species. If a user indicates that the observation is of something captive or cultivated the captive_cultivated column will read TRUE. num_identification_agreements and num_identification_disagreements are the number of other users who have agreed or disagreed with the identification on the observation. Here is a full description of iNaturalist quality assessment. 

