Macaulay Honors College at The City College of New York
Seminar I: Arts in New York City
MHC 10101, Section HNR4 MHC 10101, Section HNR4
Syllabus, Fall 2026
wmilan@ccny.cuny.edu

Monday and Wednesday 11am – 12.15pm
Office Hours, Monday 1-2pm

Course Description
The Arts in New York City is an interdisciplinary Honors seminar that invites students to make art, look, listen, and engage deeply with the city’s dynamic cultural landscape. Throughout the semester, students will encounter innovative visual artists, musicians, dancers, theater-makers, and performers whose work has shaped New York City and influenced culture beyond it. Particular attention will be given to artistic practices from the twentieth century to the present, representing a wide range of cultural traditions, identities, and perspectives.
Special attention will be given to artists and communities whose work challenges established cultural narratives and expands our understanding of identity, history, place, and belonging. Students will consider the arts not only as forms of creative expression, but also as powerful tools for documenting lived experience, building community, questioning social structures, and imagining new possibilities.
Through close observation, critical discussion, assigned readings and media, independent and collaborative projects, and visits to museums, galleries, performance spaces, and other cultural venues, students will explore how art responds to—and helps transform—the social, political, and historical life of the city. Meeting twice weekly for seventy-five minutes, the seminar treats New York City as both a subject of study and an extended classroom. Students will develop the vocabulary, analytical skills, curiosity, and confidence necessary to participate thoughtfully in the cultural life of the city.

Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, students will be able to:
1. Observe and Analyze
Look and listen closely to works of visual art, music, dance, film, theater, and performance, identifying their formal qualities, themes, materials, methods, and cultural contexts.
2. Describe, Interpret, and Critique
Develop informed interpretations and evaluations of artistic works and cultural experiences using clear, specific, and appropriate language.
3. Understand New York City’s Cultural Landscape
Demonstrate knowledge of influential artists, institutions, communities, and cultural movements that have shaped New York City from the twentieth century to the present.
4. Examine Innovation and Cultural Impact
Evaluate how artists challenge conventions, respond to historical and contemporary conditions, and contribute to cultural change in New York City and beyond.
5.  Connect Art, Place, and Community
Investigate how New York City’s neighborhoods, histories, communities, and institutions influence artistic production and how artists contribute to the identity of the city.
6. Communicate Ideas Effectively
Present observations, research, interpretations, and arguments through class discussions, analytical writing, oral presentations, visual projects, and collaborative assignments.
7. Conduct Honors-Level Inquiry
Develop thoughtful research questions, evaluate sources, make interdisciplinary connections, and support original interpretations with evidence gathered through research and direct cultural experience.
8.   Create and Collaborate
Produce independent and collaborative projects that demonstrate creativity, critical thinking, responsible participation, and meaningful engagement with the arts of New York City.

Brightspace (Learning Management System) and Technology: Technical and projects support is available for all MHC students from the Macaulay Teaching and Learning Collaboratory.

If you need help you can contact the TLC directly:
Contact the TLC: tlchelp@macaulay.cuny.edu
Make a TLC Appointment https://calendly.com/tlchelp

Materials Needed
Sketch Pad 
Blick Studio Hardbound Sketchbook - 8-1/2" x 11"		$10.07
https://www.dickblick.com/items/blick-hardbound-sketchbook-11-x-8-12/
Blick Art Store
261 W. 125th Street *closest to City College*

Grading Criteria:
All assignments and presentations must be complete and submitted on the day that they are due. If you need an extension on an assignment, you must request the extension by email before the due date.

Please note that scores of 100-97=A+. 96-93=A. 92-90=A-. 89-87=B+. 86-83=B. 82-80=B-. 79-77=C+, 76-73=C, 72-70=C-. 69-67=D+, 66-65=D, 64 and below = Failure (F)

Attendance: 				20% Class meetings, fieldtrips, and special events.  
DON’T BE LATE FOR CLASS. 
Class Participation: 			10%Active engagement in class discussions and activities.
Sketch Book: 				20% 
The Didion Walk (Drawing)		5%
Drawing the Unnoticed Dity (Drawing) 	5%
The Unreadable Self (Drawing) 		5%
The Ties That Bind			5%
	Peep at the Books			5%
Independent Cultural Experience
(3) Events 				15% (5% for each visit) 
Pick a Side: Arguing with Fade (Group)	5%
NYC Culture Project			15% STEAM FESTIVEL participation 
Final Project: The Seed Collection	15%

Required Special Events and Fieldtrips: In addition to our class meetings on Mondays and Wednesdays, we have several additional class trips and events: Please mark your calendar!

Independent NYC Cultural Experience
Independent visits to an art or performance venue, cultural gathering or event of your choice. Many venues are free or low cost for CUNY students. Below is a listing of free museums, free
days at museums, and CUNY Arts access and discounts. 

Night at the Museum, Macaulay Honors College cross-campus event in the evening, Oct. 28th at Guggenheim Museum, 1071 5th Ave, New York, NY

Attendance Policy:
Attendance at all class meetings is required. Students are expected to be present and engaged from the beginning of a class until the end. If you miss a class, you are responsible for contacting me via email me as soon as possible. 3 unexcused absences = 1 drop in the grading scale.

Cell phones and electronic devices should be silenced during class meetings. Unless permitted electronic devices may not be used during class.

Students with Disabilities
The Accessibility Center/Student Disability Services ensures equal access and full participation to The City College of New York's programs, services, and activities by coordinating and implementing appropriate accommodations. If you are a student with a disability who requires accommodations and services, please visit the office in NAC 1/218, or contact AAC/SDS via email ( services@ccny.cuny.edu ), or phone (212-6505913 or TTY/TTD 212-650-8441). Please let me know if you require accommodations or have any special requests or concerns.

Course Schedule:
Important Note: This course plan is subject to change and updates throughout the semester.

8/31		Monday	Introduction, Seminar I
				Course Overview
				The Artist and Their Time
				Assigned Reading: Albert Camus, The Artist and His Time
 Joan Didon, Slouching Towards Bethlehem 

9/02		Wednesday	Meeting with Jean Park; Introduction and tutorial: Open Lab
Discussion of assigned reading.
				Drawing Exercise:  Looking Before Drawing
				Home Work: The Didion Walk

9/07		Monday	NO Class
				Labor Day

9/09		Wednesday	Discuss; The Artist and His Time and Slouching Towards Bethlehem
				Submit: The Didion Walk
Drawing exercise: Drawing the Unnoticed City
*BRING SKETCH BOOK*
					
9/14		Monday	 Reflection: Drawing the Unnoticed City
 Class exercise: Artwork Investigation
				Groups assigned for Pick a Side: Arguing with FAD
Project Introduction: The Seed Collection: Building an Archive of the 
Present

				Plan your visit. The Drawing Center, William Pope L.

9/16		Wednesday	Studio Museum in Harlem
				View the exhibition, FADE
				Class will meet at the museum. 
				Group exercise: Pick a Side: Arguing with FADE
		
9/18		Friday		Gallery Visits (OPTIONAL) 
				Plan your visit. The Drawing Center, William Pope L.

9/21		Monday	 No class

9/23		Wednesday	Group Presentations: Arguing with FADE
				Class Discussion: The Seed Collection: Building an Archive of the 
Present
Reading: Arthur Schomburg, The Negro Digs Up His Past

9/27		DEADLINE TO SEE WILLIAM POPE. L SHOW AT DRAWING CENTER

9/28		Monday	The Schomburg Center
				Arturo Schomburg’s Library
				Scared Winds: The Breath of the Revolution
				Class will meet at the museum
				
9/30		Wednesday	Discuss The Schomburg Center visit
				The Seed Collection: Building an Archive of the Present
				*BRING IN 5 SMALL PERSONAL ITEMS*
				Class exercise: Peep at the Books (Intro to The Seed Collection)
		
NYC Culture Project – A collaborate project showcasing a culture event or venue. You will be working in groups 3-4 to present critical reviews of specific exhibitions or performances. 

10/02		Friday		Gallery Visits (optional)
			
10/05		Monday	Discussion, William Pope L
				Drawing Exercise:  Writing as Image – The Unreadable Self
				
10/07		Wednesday	 Drawing Exercise: 
 Writing as Image – The Unreadable Self
				Check in: The Seed Collection

10/12 		Monday	SCHOOL CLOSSED

10/13		Tuesday	Class Critique: 
				Writing as Image – The Unreadable Self
				Check-in: NYC Culture Project

10/14		Wednesday	Screening: Paris is Burning
				Drawing/Collage Exercise: The Ties That Bind

10/19		Monday	Screening: Paris is Burning
				Drawing/Collage Exercise: The Ties That Bind
				Check-in: The Seed Collection

10/21		Wednesday	Art 21 Artist Profile Videos
				Artist: 	Precious Okoyomon	
Do Ho Suh
				Cindy Sherman
				Arthur Jafa

10/26		Monday	Art 21 Artist Profile Videos
				Artist: 	Hadi Falapishi
				Drake Carr
				Tommy Kha
Margaret Kilgallen

Check-in: NYC Culture Project *FINAL CHECK-IN*

10/28		Wednesday	SPECIAL EVENT: Night at the Museum 
				The Guggenheim Museum
*ATTENDENCE REQUIRED*
			
11/02		Monday	NYC Culture Project: Group Coordination / work session 
				Discuss Class Presentation for STEAM

11/04		Wednesday	NYC Culture Project: Group Coordination / work session 
				Discuss Class Presentation for STEAM

11/09		Monday	NYC Culture Project Presentations:  Group 1-2

11/11		Wednesday	NYC Culture Project Presentations:  Group 3-4

11/16		Monday	NYC Culture Project Presentations:  Group 5-6

11/18		Wednesday	Discuss Class Presentation for STEAM Festival 

11/20		Friday		Gallery Visits (Optional)

11/23		Monday	Museum City of New York
				View the exhibitions Halumii Ktapiha and Raise Your Voice
				Write an in-class responds to the exhibition. 
				Class will meet at the museum. 

11/25				NO CLASS

11/30		Monday	In Class work session: The Seed Collection

12/02		Wednesday 	In Class work session: The Seed Collection


12/05-06	STEAM WEEK	Present NYC Culture Projects

12/07		Monday	Final Project Presentations Part I; The Seed Collection

12/09		Wednesday	Final Project Presentations Part II; The Seed Collection

12/14		Last Day of Classes



List of museums and cultural event. This is a very small list of suggested museums and venues to visit. 

Location 				Admission
The Metropolitan Museum 		Pay what you wish
					Students from NY, NJ, CT 

Museum of Modern Art			Students 17
					Free Fridays (5.30 -8pm) Reserve ticket in advance.

New Museum 				Students $19
					Thursdays (7 – 9 pm) pay what you wish.

Brooklyn Museum 			Students 20yrs old + $14
					Ask admission desk to pay what you wish.

The Frick Collection			Students $17
Pay-what-you-wish admission: Reserve your admission online with a minimum contribution of $5 per ticket, which guarantees your entry.
Free 1st Friday of each month (5.30 – 9pm)

The Whitney Museum 			Cuny Students receive free admission
					Free Friday nights

Lincoln Center				David Rubenstein Atrium
					Free admissions and programs
					Check calendar for upcoming events.
					https://www.lincolncenter.org/venue/atrium


Poster House				Free admission every Friday and 3rd Sunday of the month

Bronx Museum 			Free Admission

El Barrio Museum 			Students $5, Admission to El Museo del Barrio give you entry 
					Museum of the City of New York

Museum of the City of New York	Students $14
					New York City Residents, Pay what you can
					Wednesdays, Free For Everyone
