Attack of the Flying Rats: The Pigeons are Coming
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The rock pigeon, scientifically known as
Columba livia, is an iconic symbol of New
York City. The presence of these avian
residents in all five boroughs emphasizes
their importance to the city's ecological
fabric. The COVID-19 Pandemic, wrought
profound changes in societal dynamics.
Following the imposition of lockdowns in
2020 and 2021, the interactions between
pigeons and humans dwindled
significantly. This study delves into the
Impact of the pandemic on the pigeon
population, shedding light on the complex
Interplay between human societal shifts
and avian ecosystems within urban sprawl.

According to the pigeon sighting data in the five borough

New York City over the course of 2019-2021, there has been an

increase in pigeon population. This data was retrieved from
Cornell eBird, which is collected from birdwatchers and

was a total of 270,820 sightings reported in 2019. In 2020,
sightings increased by 37% to 371,921 and by 15% to 427,657

of 2021, outpacing 2020 and 2019. This general pattern appli
kall five boroughs, with slight variations in each.

average people, and compared to curated checklists. There

from 2020 to 2021. Evidently, more pigeons were spotted after
lockdowns, the main human response to the pandemic, began.
From then on, the number of sightings grew with the beginning

Three of these slight variations took place in
Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn. In Manhattan, the
peak of sightings in 2020 was during May. This is
likely due to the fact that this was around the time in
which New York was under its initial lockdown in
2020. In Queens, there was a significant increase in
sightings in September of 2021. This could be
attributed to surges of infection in high risk Queens
neighborhoods around that time. In Brooklyn, there
was a sharp increase in sightings during 2021 versus
the previous two years during December. This could
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be attributed to the surge of COVID cases related to
the Omicron variant, rendering residents, homebound.
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