Transport & Connectivity

Astoria is a neighborhood that’s easy to get around, thanks to
strong subway, bus, and street connections. The N/W trains
are the main way people travel to Manhattan and other parts
of Queens, while local updates from Astoria Express help
residents keep track of service changes and construction.
Transportation is improving even more with the Department of
Transportation’s new Bus Priority Corridor on 21st Street,
which adds faster bus lanes and safer crossings for everyday
commuters. Local news outlets like Queens News Service and
the Queens Chronicle regularly report on transit projects,
traffic changes, and even ferry updates so people know what’s
happening in their neighborhood. The 114th Precinct also
plays a role by addressing traffic safety and sharing concerns
at community meetings. Altogether, these systems make
Astoria a connected, walkable, and convenient place to live—
one of the reasons so many people choose to move here.

Immigration/Diversity

Astoria is one of the most diverse neighborhoods in New York
City, shaped by many generations of immigrants who still
influence the community today. People from more than 120
countries live here, including long-time Greek, Italian, and
Eastern European families, as well as newer communities from
places like Egypt, Morocco, Brazil, Mexico, Ecuador, India, and
Bangladesh. You can see this diversity everywhere—especially
in the neighborhood’s small, mostly immigrant-owned shops
and restaurants that give Astoria its unique character. Local
news outlets often highlight cultural events, new businesses,
and community stories that show how each wave of
immigration adds something new to the neighborhood. Even
the area’s busy transit routes, like the 21st Street bus project,
reflect how many residents rely on public transportation in
their everyday lives. All of these influences together make
Astoria a lively, multicultural community that represents the
spirit of Queens and New York City.

General Landmarks &
Cultural Spots

Astoria is full of landmarks and public spaces that reflect its
history and culture. Astoria Park is a 60-acre waterfront
space with sports courts, a track, a skate park, and New York
City’s largest public pool, once home to the U.S. Olympic
swimming trials. Socrates Sculpture Park transformed a
former landfill into a vibrant outdoor art space with
installations, workshops, and community events. For film and
media lovers, the Museum of the Moving Image celebrates
Astoria’s long history in movie production and digital media.
Neighborhood streets also tell stories of commerce and
culture: Broadway features long-standing local shops like
Broadway S8ilk Store and Broadway Thrift Shop, while
Steinway Street is a busy shopping corridor with both retail
chains and family-owned stores. Astoria’s diversity shines in
smaller enclaves, including Little Egypt, with Egyptian and
Middle Eastern businesses around 28th—33rd Avenues, and
Little Brazil, where Brazilian restaurants, bakeries, and shops
bring a taste of home to Queens. Together, these spaces make
Astoria a neighborhood where history, art, and everyday life
meet.

Housing & Architecture

Astoria’s streets are a mix of old and new, reflecting the
neighborhood’s long history of immigration and development.
Historic homes and pre-war apartment buildings line many
streets, often next to newer residential complexes, showing
how Astoria balances tradition with modern growth. The NYC
Small Business Services Commercial District Needs Assessment
report notes that many buildings along major corridors like
Broadway and Steinway Street house small, immigrant-owned
businesses on the ground floor with apartments above. Recent
developments include affordable senior housing, like the
Catholic Charities Bishop Rene A. Valero Residence, which
provides modern apartments while keeping residents
connected to the neighborhood. Local news sources such as
Astoria Express and Queens News Service frequently cover
new building projects, renovations, and community planning,
showing how architecture in Astoria continues to evolve while
maintaining the character that makes the neighborhood
unique. The result is a vibrant mix of historic charm, cultural
landmarks, and practical housing that serves a diverse
community.
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About Astoria

Astoria’s history reflects a steady transformation from
farmland to one of New York City’s most diverse urban
neighborhoods. Originally known as Hallet’s Cove after settler
William Hallet in the mid-1600s, the area remained rural for
nearly two centuries, shaped by farms, homesteads, and early
property lines that influenced later development. In the early
1800s, wealthy New Yorkers began building summer homes
in what became Astoria Village, marking the shift from open
farmland to a small residential community. The village was
formally founded in 1839 by Stephen A. Halsey, who
renamed it Astoria in hopes of attracting support from John
Jacob Astor. As the decades passed, Astoria’s character
evolved again: it joined Long Island City in 1870 and
officially became part of New York City in 1898, opening the
door to rapid growth, industry, and a larger population. From
the mid-1800s onward, immigrants arrived in waves—first
Europeans, and after World War 1I especially Greeks and
Italians—followed by communities from Egypt, Morocco,
Brazil, Mexico, Ecuador, India, Bangladesh, and many more.
Today, Astoria’s mix of historic houses, family-run businesses,
and new apartments reflects the layered cultural and
architectural history created by over 120 nationalities who
call the neighborhood home.



[.ocal East Side Voice

After walking down Broadway to the Broadway Silk Store,
Donobant interviewed Sarah-Beth White and another employee
about the changes they have witnessed in Astoria. They
explained that a large number of new residents have recently
moved into the neighborhood. This influx has created challenges
for long-standing businesses like theirs. As more new people
arrive, additional businesses open, which drives up commercial
rents and makes it increasingly difficult for older shops to
survive. Rising costs of supplies and tariffs have added even more
pressure, putting decades-old establishments like the Broadway
Silk Store at risk of closing. For those who have recently moved
into Astoria, they stressed the importance of respecting the
culture, history, and roots of the neighborhood, explaining that
“honoring the old matters a lot.” They pointed out organizations
such as Queens Together, which work to strengthen community
connections and preserve Astoria’s identity. The employee also
noted that not everyone moving into the area is wealthy, but
regardless of income, should still respect the
neighborhood’s history and the foundation built by those who
came before.

[.ocal West Side Voice

Adrian interviewed two longtime Astoria residents who shared
how dramatically the neighborhood has changed. First, he spoke
with Baye Lundgren Park near the Broadway station, who grew up
in Astoria and stayed because of his career. Baye said the biggest
shift he’s seen is the rise of chain stores and the closure of many
small businesses, along with heavy gentrification fueled by new
townhouse construction. He’s also noticed a growing Arab

newcomers

population and a boom in halal spots, which is a big change from
when most residents were Greek and Albanian. One issue he
stressed was parking—it’s become nearly impossible to find a spot
with so many new people moving in, and his main advice to
anyone relocating to Astoria is to sell their car. Adrian also spoke
with Hassan El-Sayed, a halal truck owner he’s been visiting for
years. Hassan arrived in the early 2000s and has watched
Astoria shift from a tight-knit Greek and Middle Eastern
community to a fast-growing, diverse neighborhood filled with
young professionals and families. New cafés and luxury
apartments have brought a quicker pace and higher living costs,
and even his customers have changed—from mostly students and
construction workers to professionals in suits and people taking
photos of their food. The hardest part of his job is still the weather,
since one rainy afternoon can ruin a full day of business, but what
keeps him in Astoria is the life he’s built here. His customers feel
like family, and knowing their names and orders is what makes
the neighborhood feel like home to him.

Family East Side Voice

After interviewing both his grandparents, who have lived in Astoria
for over 30 years, Donobant learned how much the neighborhood
has evolved. When they first arrived, they described Astoria as a
diverse community made up largely of Arabs, Greeks, Brazilians,
Hindus, and Irish residents. Over time, more Hispanic families and
gentrifiers moved in, drawn by the relatively affordable rents. Both
his grandmother and grandfather agreed that Astoria has always
neighborhood. His grandmother
emphasized the strong sense of community, explaining that if you
ever ask a fellow Astorian for help, they will support you. She
expressed this feeling warmly, saying, “es bonito, papi,” meaning
“it's beautiful, papi.” The advice they offered to anyone moving to
Astoria is simple: it is a peaceful, safe place where people can live
freely and feel at ease.

been a calm and secure

Family West Side Voice

Adrian interviewed his parents, who moved to Astoria together 25
years ago. They originally chose the neighborhood for its perfect
location—close to the city, the airport, and the Robert F. Kennedy
Bridge, which makes getting upstate easy. Over the years, they've
watched Astoria grow and change, especially as bigger businesses
started moving into areas like Ditmars. At the same time, they've
seen local boutiques and restaurants continue to thrive thanks to a
younger crowd keeping the community lively. Adrian’s mom
mentioned that she still sees the same wealthy Greek business
owner on 3lst Street every day, even with large chain stores
opening around him. Overall, they feel Astoria remains a great
place to build a life and start a family.

Thematic Analysis

Across all interviews, Astoria emerges as a neighborhood
defined by diversity,
Families and locals on both sides describe long histories of
mixed cultures—Qreek, Arab, Brazilian, Hispanic, South

community, and rapid change.

Asian, and more—and note that new residents continue to
reshape the area. Despite gentrification, rising rents, and
the arrival of chain stores, many still feel a strong sense of
community, reflected in neighbors helping one another and
long-term between
businesses. At the same time, older shops face economic
pressure, and longtime residents notice shifts in both the
pace and cost of living. Overall, Astoria is portrayed as a
place balancing deep cultural roots with the challenges of
modernization.
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Conclusion

Overall, the history and interviews show that Astoria has
always been shaped by change, from its early farmland days
to its current role as one of New York’s most diverse
neighborhoods. While new buildings, higher costs, and
gentrification are transforming daily life, the core values of
community, cultural pride, and neighborly support remain
strong. Whether from families or long-term locals, the message
is consistent: Astoria continues to evolve, but its welcoming
spirit and rich cultural identity endure.




